
8 

 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
10-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with  
extreme facial abnormalities and was not expected to 
survive, goes from being home-schooled to entering 
5th grade at a private school in Manhattan, where he 
struggles to be seen as just another student as he  
endures the taunts and fear of his classmates. 
J Palacio, R. / 2012, 315p. 

Year of the Dog by Grace Lin 
Frustrated at her seeming lack of talent for anything, a 
young Taiwanese American girl sets out to apply the 
lessons of the Chinese Year of the Dog, those of making 
best friends and finding oneself, to her own life. 
J Lin, G. / 2006, 134p. 
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Almost Home by Joan Bauer 
When 12-year-old Sugar's grandfather dies and her 
gambling father takes off yet again, Sugar and her 
mother lose their home They head to Chicago for a 
fresh start, only to discover that live isn’t so easy for the 
homeless. With the help of a rescue dog, a foster  
family, a supportive teacher, and a love of poetry, Sugar 
comes to understand that while she can't control the 
hand life deals her, she can control how she responds. 
 J Bauer, J. / 2012, 264p. 

Beezus and Ramona by Beverly Cleary  
Beezus Quimby tries very hard to be patient with her 
little sister, but 4-year-old Ramona has the habit of 
doing the most unpredictable, annoying, embarrassing 
things in the world. How many nine-year-old girls have 
to put up with a silly little sister who hops around in 
rabbit ears and bakes a rubber doll into her sister's 
birthday cake?  
J Cleary, B. / 1955, 159p. 

The Boy on Cinnamon Street  
by Phoebe Stone 
Since a tragedy she cannot remember, 13-year-old 
Louise has changed her name, given up gymnastics, 
moved in with her grandparents, and locked her  
feelings inside...but through her friends Reni and Hen 
and notes from a secret admirer she begins to find  
herself again. 
J Stone, P. / 2012, 234p. 

Cheesie Mack is Not a Genius or Anything 
Eleven-year-old Ronald "Cheesie" Mack relates events 
he and his best friend, Georgie, experience as fifth 
grade comes to an end and their summer plans are 
drastically changed, due in part to an old, possibly  
valuable coin that may belong to the mysterious  
inhabitant of a place they call The Haunted Toad. 
J Cotler, S. / 2011, 229p. 
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The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger 

Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their  

interactions with a paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn 

by their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure 

out whether or not the puppet can really predict the 

future. 

J Angleberger, T. / 2010, 141p.  

Trouble-Maker by Andrew Clements 

There’s a folder in the principal’s office that’s thick as a 

phonebook and is filled with the incident reports of 

every time Clayton broke the rules. When his older 

brother gets in serious trouble, 6th-grader Clay decides 

to change his own mischief-making ways, but he cannot 

seem to shake his reputation as a troublemaker. 

J Clements, A. / 2011, 140 p. 

Ungifted by Gordon Korman 

Due to an administrative mix-up, troublemaker  

Donovan Curtis is sent to the Academy of Scholastic 

Distinction, a special program for gifted and talented 

students, after pulling a major prank at middle school. 

J Korman, G. / 2012, 280p.  

Ways to Live Forever by Sally Nicholls 

“1. My name is Sam. 2. I am eleven years old. 3. I collect 

stories and fantastic facts. 4. I have leukemia. 5. By the 

time you read this, I will probably be dead.” Living with 

leukemia, Sam collects stories, questions and pictures 

that create a moving portrait of how a boy lives when 

he knows his time is almost up. 

J Nicholls, S. / 2008, 212p. 
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Pickle by Kim Baker 
This is the story of the League of Picklemakers, which 
began when its founding member, Ben, snuck into 
school one night and filled his homeroom with ball-pit 
balls. Using a bogus name, the League, including Ben 
and three recruits start an unstoppable  prank-pulling 
club that could possibly receive funding from their  
middle school's PTA. 
J Baker, K. / 2012, 233p.  

Plunked by Michael Northrop 
6th grader Jack has it all figured out: He's got his batting 
routine down and his outfielding earns him a starting 
spot alongside his best friend Andy on their Little 
League team, the Tall Pines Braves. But in the first 
game of the season, a powerful stray pitch brings  
everything Jack's worked so hard for crashing down 
around his ears. How can he explain to his parents and 
friends why he WON'T be playing? 
J Northrop, M. / 2012, 247p.  

The Second Life of Abigail Walker  
by Frances Dowell 
17 pounds. That’s the difference between Abigail and 
Kristen. Abby is fine with her body and sick of the 17 
pounds making her miserable, so she speaks out against 
Kristen and her groupies—and becomes officially  
unpopular. Embracing her new status, Abby heads to an 
abandoned lot across the street that leads her to a boy 
who may teach her a thing or two about hope.  
J Dowell, F. / 2012, 228p. 

Runt by Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Elizabeth Moon grew up around dogs, so she’s seen 
how dogs behave to determine pack order. Her  
experience in middle school is uncomfortably similar. 
Maggie hates how Elizabeth acts so much better than 
everyone else. Besides, she’s always covered in dog 
hair. So Maggie creates a fake profile on a popular site 
to teach Elizabeth a lesson. What makes a bully, and 
what makes a victim? It’s all in the perspective. 
J Baskin, N. / 2013, 194p. 
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Firegirl by Tony Abbott 
Life will never quite be the same for Tom and his  
classmates after the new girl Jessica starts at their 
school. Jessica has been badly burned in a fire and will 
be attending school while getting medical treatments. 
Despite her horrifying appearance and the fear she 
evokes in him and most of the class, Tom slowly  
develops a tentative friendship with Jessica that  
changes his life. 
J Abbot, T. / 2006, 149p. 

From the Mixed-Up Files of  
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler  
by E.L. Konigsburg 
Having run away with her younger brother to live in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City,  
twelve-year-old Claudia strives to keep things in order 
in their new home and to become a changed person 
and a heroine to herself. 
J Konigsburg, E. / 1967, 162p. 

Holes by Louis Sachar 
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which 
they attribute to a curse, Stanley is sent to a hellish 
correctional camp in the Texas desert where, as  
punishment, the boys must each dig a hole a day, five 
feet deep, five feet across, in the hard earth of the 
dried-up lake bed. Through this, Stanley finds his first 
real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 
J Sachar, L. / 1998, 233p. 

Junonia by Kevin Henkes 
On the week of her 10th birthday, Alice and her parents 
go to Sanibel Island, Florida, where Alice has friends 
and family to celebrate with her, and she knows that 
everything will be perfect--but what happens when 
things don't turn out exactly as she expects? 
J Henkes, K. / 2011, 176p.  
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Jake and Lily by Jerry Spinelli 
Jake and Lily are twins. Despite their slight differences, 
they tend to feel exactly the same—like two halves of 
one person. But the year they turn eleven, everything 
changes. Jake starts hanging out with a new pack of 
boys. And Lily is devastated, not to mention angry. 
Who is she without Jake? And as her brother falls  
under the influence of the neighborhood bully, he also 
must ask himself—who is the real Jake? 
J Spinelli, J. / 2012, 335p.  

Just Grace by Charise Harper 
Series: Just Grace, #1 
Misnamed by her teacher, seven-year-old “Just Grace” 
prides herself on being empathetic, but when she tries 
to help a neighbor feel better, her good intentions 
backfire. 
J Grace… (Series) / 2007, 138p. 

The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies 
4th-grader Evan Treski is people-smart. He’s good at 
talking with people, even grownups. His younger sis-
ter, Jessie, on the other hand, is math-smart, but not  
especially good with people. So when the siblings’  
lemonade stand war begins, there really is no telling 
who will win—or if their fight will ever end. 
J Davies, J. / 2007, 173p. 

Mackenzie Blue by Tina Wells 
At the beginning of seventh grade, Mackenzie is  
worried--her best friend has moved to France, someone 
steals her diary, she alienates her two new friends, and 
it looks like she has lost her chance to win the Teen Sing 
contest. 
J Mackenzie… (Series) / 2009, 208p. 
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Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine 
Possessing an absolute view of the world that  
categorizes everything as good or bad, Caitlin, an  
11-year-old with Asperger's syndrome, relies on her  
older brother to explain in-between things until his 
death forces her to cope with confusing feelings and 
develop greater self-reliance. 
J Erskine, K. / 2010, 235p.  

Runt by Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Elizabeth Moon grew up around dogs, so she’s seen 
how dogs behave to determine pack order. Her  
experience in middle school is uncomfortably similar. 
Maggie hates how Elizabeth acts so much better than 
everyone else. Besides, she’s always covered in dog 
hair. So Maggie creates a fake profile on a popular site 
to teach Elizabeth a lesson. What makes a bully, and 
what makes a victim? It’s all in the perspective. 
J Baskin, N. / 2013, 194p. 

Moving Day by Meg Cabot 
Series: Allie Finkle’s Rules for Girls, #1 
9-year-old Allie Finkle has rules for everything, but her 
world is turned upside-down when she learns that her 
family is moving across town, which will mean a new 
house, school, best friend, and plenty of new rules. 
J Cabot, M. / 2008, 228p.  

Niagara Falls, Or Does It? by Henry Winkler 
Series: Hank Zipzer,  
the World’s Greatest Underachiever 
Fourth-graders Hank, Ashley, and Frankie are excitedly 
preparing for a magic show at the Rock 'N Bowl when 
Hank's creative alternative to an English essay lands 
him in detention and grounded the week of the show. 
J Hank…(Series) / 2003, 133 p.  


