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We the Children by Andrew Clements 

Series: Keepers of the School, 1 

Irked by plans to tear down his historic school to make 

room for an entertainment park, history-loving 6th  

grader Ben discovers a parchment scroll written by three 

students in 1791 who secretly dubbed themselves the 

Keepers of the School.  

J Clements, A. / 142p. 

Guided Reading Level: S 

Who Could That Be at This Hour?  

by Lemony Snicket 

Series: All the Wrong Questions, 1 

13-year-old Lemony Snicket begins his apprenticeship 

with the very secretive “V.F.D.” organization in the tiny 

dot of a town called Stain'd By The Sea, where he helps 

investigate the theft of a statue. 

J Snicket, L. / 258 p. 

Guided Reading Level: V 
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Absolutely Truly by Heather Frederick 

Moving to the small town of Pumpkin Falls to take over 

the family bookstore when her injured war veteran  

father cannot find other work, Truly finds an unsent 

letter in a valuable book and embarks on a madcap 

treasure hunt. 

J Frederick, H. / 355 p. 

Guided Reading Level: V 

Belly Up by Stuart Gibbs 

Series: Teddy Fitzroy, 1 

Believing that a dead hippopotamus at a new zoo has 

been murdered, 12-year-old Teddy Roosevelt Fitzroy 

and his friend Summer McCracken investigate the zoo's 

animal-hating head of operations and Summer's father, 

the zoo's money-minded owner. 

J Gibbs, S. / 294 p. 

Book Scavenger by Jennfier Chambliss Bertman 

Just after twelve-year-old Emily and her family move to 

San Francisco, she teams up with new friend James to 

follow clues in an odd book they find, hoping to figure 

out its secrets before the men who attacked Emily's 

hero, publisher Garrison Griswold, solve the mystery or 

come after the friends. 

J Chambliss Bertman, C. / 354 p. 

The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner 

Series: The Boxcar Children, 1 

In this series opener, four orphans take shelter in an old 

boxcar during a storm, and, determined to make it their 

own, they turn it into a safe, cozy home where they can 

all stay together while trying to find their grandfather. 

J Boxcar… (Series) / 154 p. 

Guided Reading Level: O 
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Swindle by Gordon Korman 

Series: Griffin Bing, 1 

After an unscrupulous collector cons him out of a  

valuable baseball card, 6th-grader Griffin Bing puts  

together a band of misfits to break into the collector’s 

heavily guarded store to steal the card back. 

J Korman, G. / 252 p. 

Guided Reading Level: T 

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham 

In the small city of Strattenburg there are many lawyers, 

and thirteen-year-old Theo Boone thinks he is one of 

them, but his inside knowledge of the justice system 

means trouble when a cold-blooded killer is about to go 

free and only Theo can stop him.  

J Grisham, J. / 263 p. 

Guided Reading Level: W 

Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage 

Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo Landing, North 

Carolina, Mo LoBeau, now eleven, and her best friend 

Dale turn detective when the amnesiac Colonel, owner 

of a café and co-parent of Mo with his cook, Miss Lana, 

ends up implicated in a murder. 

J Turnage, S. / 312 p. 

Guided Reading Level: W 

Twelve Minutes to Midnight by Christopher Edge 

Thirteen-year-old Penelope Treadwell, the secret author 

of macabre tales in "The Penny Dreadful," Victorian 

London's bestselling magazine, investigates the mystery 

of a strange phenomenon occurring in the local insane 

asylum. 

J Edge, C. / 253 p. 



6 

 

Pie by Sarah Weeks 

After the death of Polly Portman, whose award-winning 

pies put the town of Ipswitch, Pennsylvania, on the map 

in the 1950s, her devoted niece Alice and Alice's friend 

Charlie investigate who is going to extremes to find Aunt 

Polly's secret pie crust recipe. 

J Weeks, S. / 183 p. 

Guided Reading Level: Q 

The Puzzling World of Winston Breen by Eric Berlin 

Series: The Puzzling World of Winston Breen, 1 

When his sister stumbles upon strange wooden strips 

with words and letters that could lead to a priceless  

treasure, Winston Breen, a master puzzle solver, must 

overcome distrust and dangerous threats to unravel the 

mystery and claim the prize. 

J Berlin, E. / 215 p. 

Room One: A Mystery or Two by Andrew Clements 

In his very small town of Hamilton, Nebraska, fifth-grader 

Ted Hammond looks for a connection between the dying 

town's dwindling school numbers and the face in the  

window of the empty Anderson house. 

J Clements, A. / 162 p. 

Guided Reading Level: S 

The Secret of the Red Arrow by Franklin W. Dixon 

Series: Hardy Boys Adventures, 1 

When Frank and Joe Hardy put a stop to the alarming, 

but mostly harmless, pranks of amateur moviemaker 

Seth Diller, a series of more dangerous copycat pranks 

leads them to a criminal group called the Red Arrow. 

J Hardy…(Series) / 152 p. 

Guided Reading Level: W 
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The Case of the Case of the Mistaken Identity  

by Mac Barnett 

Series: Brixton Brothers, 1 

When twelve-year-old Steve Brixton, a superfan of  

detective novels, is mistaken for a real detective, he must 

elude librarians, police, and the mysterious Mr. E as he 

seeks a missing quilt containing coded information. 

J Barnett, M. / 179p. 

Guided Reading Level: R 

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett 

When strange and seemingly unrelated events start to 

happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, 

eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents 

to solve an international art scandal. 

J Balliett, B. / 254 p. 

Guided Reading Level: T 

Curse of the Arctic Star by Carolyn Keene 

Series: Nancy Drew Diaries, 1 

Nancy and her friends tour the dangerous waters off the 

coast of Alaska on a posh new ship's maiden voyage, a 

journey that is overshadowed by a series of deaths and 

near-misses that reveal the work of a villain. 

J Keene, C. / 188 p. 

Guided Reading Level: W 

The Detective’s Assistant by Kate Hannigan 

In 1859, eleven-year-old Nell goes to live with her aunt, 

Kate Warne, the first female detective for Pinkerton's 

National Detective Agency. Nell helps her aunt solve  

cases, including a mystery surrounding Abraham Lincoln, 

and the mystery of what happened to Nell's own father. 

J Hannigan, K. / 359 p. 
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The Dark Lady by Irene Adler 

Series: Sherlock, Lupin & Me, 1 

While on summer vacation at the seaside, 12-year-old 

Irene Adler meets the young Sherlock Holmes and his 

friend Arsène Lupin--and when a dead body floats 

ashore the three young friends set out to solve the  

mystery. 

J Adler, I. / 239 p. 

Eleven by Patricia Reilly Giff 

When Sam, who can barely read, discovers an old  

newspaper clipping just before his eleventh birthday, it 

brings forth memories from his past, and, with the help 

of a new friend at school and the castle they are building 

for a school project, his questions are eventually  

answered. 

J Giff, P. / 164 p. 

The Frog Who Croaked by Jarrett Krosoczka 

Series: Platypus Police Squad, 1 

Platypus Police Squad members Rick, a hotshot rookie, 

and Corey, a hard-nosed old-timer, struggle with their 

differences while tackling their first case involving a 

missing schoolteacher and a duffle bag filled with illegal 

fish. 

J Krosoczka, J. / 226p. 

Guided Reading Level: S 

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library  

by Chris Grabenstein 

Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new 

town library, designed by his hero (the famous  

gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), with other students but 

finds that come morning he must work with friends to 

solve puzzles in order to escape. 

J Grabenstein, C. / 291 p. 
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Greenglass House by Kate Milford 

At Greenglass House, a smuggler's inn, twelve-year-old 

Milo, the innkeepers' adopted son, plans to spend his 

winter holidays relaxing but soon guests are arriving 

with strange stories about the house sending Milo and 

Meddy, the cook's daughter, on an adventure. 

J Milford, K. / 376 p. 

Guided Reading Level: T 

Masterminds by Gordon Korman 

When a group of kids discover they were cloned from 

the DNA of some of the greatest criminal masterminds 

in history for a sociological experiment, they likewise 

realize they can trust no one—least of all their own  

parents. 

J Korman, G. / 323 p. 

Guided Reading Level: V 

The Maze of Bones by Rick Riordan 

Series: 39 Clues, 1 

After their grandmother’s death, Dan and Amy Cahill 

decide to try to uncover 39 clues hidden around the 

world that will lead to the source of their family's power, 

but by taking on the clues, they end up in a dangerous 

race against their own family members. 

J Thirty... (Series)  / 220 p. 

Guided Reading Level: U 

Missing on Superstition Mountain by Elise Broach 

When brothers Simon, Henry, and Jack move with their 

parents to Arizona, they are irresistably drawn to  

explore the aptly named Superstition Mountain, in spite 

of warnings that it is not safe. 

J Broach, E. / 262 p. 

Guided Reading Level: O 


