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 Reading can be one of 

the many fun activities children 

choose to fill their summer time.  
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As Brave as You  
by Jason Reynolds  
Atheneum Books, 2016 
Being sent to the country  
for the summer is culture shock for 
Genie and his older brother, but it 
offers an opportunity to get to know 
Grandpop and uncovers some dark 
family secrets. 
J REYNOLDS, J. 

 
Booked  
by Kwame Alexander  
Houghton Mifflin, 2016 
The thrill of a soccer tournament, 
the pressure of family expectations, 
the social minefield of crushes and 
bullies, and the beauty of words are 
all explored in this exciting,  
extraordinary novel in verse.  
J ALEXANDER, K. 

 
Courage and Defiance:  
Stories of Spies, Saboteurs,  
and Survivors in  
World War II Denmark  
by Deborah Hopkinson  
Scholastic, 2015 
An introduction to the Danish  
Resistance during World War II 
describes the invasion of Denmark 
by the Nazis and the determined 
movement that saved ninety-five 
percent of the nation's Jewish  
citizens. 
TEEN 940.5348 HOPKINSON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dream On, Amber  
by Emma Shevah 
Jabberwocky, 2015 
Amber’s father left when she was 
little, so now she fills in the  
frustrating gap in her life with  
imagined conversations to help her 
deal with art projects, bullies, and 
little sisters. 
J SHEVAH, E. 

 
Fatal Fever: Tracking  
Down Typhoid Mary  
by Gail Jarrow  
Calkins Creek, 2015 
Learn about this dreaded disease 
that ravaged our country early in 
the twentieth century in this  
nonfiction title that reads like a 
medical mystery.  
J 614.511 JARROW 

 
Fish in a Tree  
by Lynda Mullaly Hunt  
Penguin, 2015 
Ally struggles to hide her dyslexia by 
continually getting in trouble, until a 
substitute teacher discovers what 
she is really hiding.  
J HUNT, L. 

 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon  
by Kelly Barnhill  
Algonquin, 2016 
Luna, having been turned into a 
witch as a young girl, discovers the 
magic within her while  
facing an evil force.  
J BARNHILL, K. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grounded:  
The Adventures  
of Rapunzel  
by Megan Morrison  
Scholastic, 2015 
After leaving her tower for the first 
time, Rapunzel joins Jack  
Beanstalker on a perilous journey 
through the lands of Tyme. 
J MORRISON, M. 
 

Hour of the Bees  
By Lindsay Eagar  
Candlewick Press, 2016 
Carol is stuck in the New Mexican 
desert one summer with her family 
and her grandfather who suffers 
from dementia. Her world is rocked 
by the stories he tells her during 
that time. 
J EAGAR, J. 
 

In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse  
by Joseph Marshall 
Abrams, 2015 
Jimmy McClean and his grandfather 
go on a road trip together in order 
for the boy to learn about his Lakota 
heritage.  
J MARSHALL, J. 
 

The Inquisitor’s Tale, or, the 
Three Magical Children and 
Their Holy Dog  
By Adam Gidwitz 
Dutton Books, 2016 
Three travelers unite in a journey 
through medieval France to escape 
persecution and save their land. 
J GIDWITZ, A. 

 
Listen, Slowly by Thanhhà Lai  
HarperCollins, 2015 
Mai must spend her summer  
vacation in Vietnam with her  
grandmother (Ba). While there, Mai 
learns more about her family, while 
Ba learns what happened to her 
husband during the war.  
J LAI, T. 

 
Lost in the Sun  
by Lisa Graff  
Philomel Books, 2015 
Trent blames an unfortunate event 
for his misfortunes and tries to turn 
things around. He is able to make 
that turn when he meets Fallon,  
and together they help him find the 
healing and redemption he seeks.  
J GRAFF, L. 
 

The Lost Property Office 
by James R. Hannibal 
Simon & Schuster, 2016 
An American boy travels with his 
family to London to find his father, 
but it turns out his father was  
involved with something  
nefarious...and now so is he. 
J HANNIBAL, J. 

 
Mark of the Thief  
by Jennifer A. Nielsen  
Scholastic, 2015 
Nic, a slave in the mines of ancient 
Rome, escapes after discovering a 
magical amulet. 
J NIELSEN, J. 

 
Masterminds  
by Gordon Korman  
Balzer + Bray, 2015 
After living in a perfect town his 
whole life, Eli discovers there are 
secrets that will change everything. 
J KORMAN, G. 
 

The Mighty Odds 
By Amy Ignatow 
Amulet Books, 2016 
A bus crash gives four very different 
middle schoolers odd super powers, 
and although they wouldn't  
normally be caught dead together, 
they must pool their powers to find 
out what happened to them. 
J IGNATOW, A. 

 
 

Most Dangerous: Daniel  
Ellsberg and the Secret  
History of the Vietnam War  
by Steve Sheinkin 
Roaring Brook Press, 2015 
From the Oval Office to the editor’s 
office of the New York Times,  
Sheinkin tells a gripping tale of  
government secrecy and  
manipulation that is still  
relevant today.  
TEEN 959.7043 SHEINKIN 
 
OCDaniel 
by Wesley King 
Simon & Schuster, 2016 
13-year-old Daniel’s life revolves 
around hiding his obsessive  
compulsive disorder until a girl at 
school, unkindly nicknamed Psycho 
Sara, notices him for the first time 
and he gets a mysterious note. 
J KING, W. 

 
One Last Word: Wisdom  
from the Harlem Renaissance  
by Nikki Grimes 
illustrated by Cozbi Cabrera  
Bloomsbury, 2017 
Grimes evokes the emotion of the 
Harlem Renaissance through  
original poetry inspired by greats  
of the era.  
TEEN 811.54 GRIMES 
 

Rhythm Ride: A Road Trip 
through the Motown Sound  
by Andrea Davis Pinkney  
Roaring Brook Press, 2015 
A narrative history of the Motown 
record label: the business, the  
music, the people, and the  
historical, political, and cultural 
context of its times.  
J 781.64 PINKNEY 

 
 
 
 

Roller Girl  
by Victoria Jamieson  
Dial, 2015 
The summer before the start of 
junior high, Astrid notices her BFF is 
drifting away and Roller Derby camp 
is proving tougher than she had 
thought! Is she tough enough to 
lose one as she works hard  
on the other? 
J JAMIESON, V. (GRAPHIC NOVEL) 

 
Sachiko: A Nagasaki  
Bomb Survivor Story 
by Caren Stelson 
Carolrhoda Books, 2016 
Tells the story of the atomic  
bombing of Nagasaki through the 
eyes of Sachiko Yasui, who was six 
when the devastation was wrought, 
describing her experiences in the 
aftermath of the attack as well as 
her long journey to find peace.  
TEEN B YASUI 

 
Short  
by Holly Goldberg Sloan  
Dial, 2017 
Sensitive about her height, Julia 
gains new perspective and  
self-acceptance when she is cast  
as a munchkin in a summer stock  
theater production of  
The Wizard of Oz.  
J SLOAN, H. 

 
Scary Tales: Swamp Monster 
by James Preller  
Feiwel & Friends, 2015 
Dreaming of having a new pet, two 
brothers find a monster in the 
swamp that they decide to adopt 
before encountering the creature's 
angry mother. 
J PRELLER, J. 


