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 Reading can be one of 

the many fun activities children 

choose to fill their summer time.  

Research has shown it is also much 

more! Children who participate in public 

library summer reading programs make  

achievement leaps during the summer and  

score higher on fall reading achievement tests.  

 

The books on this list come highly recommended  

by kid readers from all over the country and 

may also be available in eBook, audio book, 

braille, and large print formats. This 

summer, take your child to participate 

in the summer programs 

happening at your library. 
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The Ants Go Marching 
by Nicholas Ian  
Cantata Learning, 2017 
The ants go marching, two ants 
at a time. Hurrah! Hurrah!  
Learn to count by twos in this 
Sing-along Song, and join in  
as the ants march along!  
J PIC BK Ian, N. 
 
Baa, Baa, Black Sheep  
by Jane Cabrera  
Holiday House, 2015 
This playful take on the old 
nursery rhyme shows what  
happens to the wool the sheep 
gives out, as it is made into 
mittens, a vest, and more.  
J PIC BK CABRERA, J. 
 
Beach Baby  
by Laurie Elmquist,  
illustrated by Elly MacKay  
Orca Book Publishers, 2016,  
From sand dollars to sandpipers, 
a baby’s blissful day at the 
beach is recalled in lyrical  
verse and simple  
pastel-hued illustrations.  
J TODDLER ELMQUIST, L. 
 
Beep! Beep! Go to Sleep!  
by Todd Tarpley, 
illustrated by John Rocco  
Little, Brown, 2015 
A boy and his three 
rambunctious robots get 
ready for bed.  
J PIC BK TARPLEY, T. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bunnies!!!  
by Kevan Atteberry  
HarperCollins, 2015 
A monster searches  
everywhere to find what he 
loves most: bunnies! 
J PIC BK ATTEBERRY, K. 
 
City Block 
by Christopher Franceschelli 
illustrated by Peskimo  
Abrams Appleseed, 2016 
Introduces the things to do and 
see, ways to travel, and places 
to eat in the city.  
J TODDLER FRANCESCHELLI, C. 
 
City Shapes  
by Diana Murray, 
illustrated by Bryan Collier  
Little, Brown, 2016 
Through the eyes of a young  
girl, shapes rise, shift, and  
compose the cityscape from  
the shimmering squares of a  
skyscraper to the circles in 
the sunglasses of a cop.  
J PIC BK MURRAY, D. 
 
Cockatoo, Too  
by Bethanie Murguia  
little bee books, 2016 
Enter the jungle, where you’ll 
meet many cockatoos and  
toucans, and have fun reading 
this lively story filled with  
wordplay.  
J PIC BK MURGUIA, B. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cricket Song  
by Anne Hunter  
Houghton Mifflin, 2016 
Describing the sounds and 
smells two children on different 
continents experience while 
falling asleep, the reader  
becomes aware of the  
interconnectedness found 
throughout the world in this 
charming bedtime story.  
J PIC BK HUNTER, A. 
 
Egg  
by Kevin Henkes  
Greenwillow Books, 2017 
When the fourth egg hatches—
surprise! It is an alligator that is 
looking for a friend.  
J PIC BK HENKES, K. 
 
I Hear a Pickle  
(and Smell, See, Touch, and 
Taste It, Too!) 
by Rachel Isadora  
Nancy Paulsen Books, 2016 
A group of children describe 
many things in their world that 
they can sense in this early  
nonfiction title.  
J PIC BK ISADORA, R. 
 
The Lending Zoo  
by Frank Asch  
Aladdin, 2016 
When a tiger goes missing, Miss 
Perkins, the zookeeper, and 
Molly search through ponds, 
streets, and beaches, only to be 
led back to where they started.  
J PIC BK ASCH, F. 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Play!  
by Hervé Tullet  

Chronicle Books, 2016 
Play your way through this  
interactive and humorous book! 
J PIC BK TULLET, H.  
 
The Little Fox Who Lost His Tail 
by Jedda Robaard  
little bee books, 2015 
A little fox searches everywhere 
for his missing tail, until he 
thinks to look in the one place 
he hasn't tried.  
J TODDLER ROBAARD, J. 
 
My Heart Fills with  
Happiness  
by Monique Gray Smith, illus-
trated by Julie Flett  
Orca Book Publishers, 2016 
A celebration of moments in life 
to reflect on and cherish.  
J TODDLER SMITH, M. 
 
Old MacDonald Had a Truck  
by Steve Goetz, 
illustrated by Eda Kaban  
Chronicle Books, 2016 
Toddlers will love to sing along 
with this new version of an old 
favorite, featuring heavy farm 
machinery.  
J PIC BK GOETZ, S. 
 
Rain Fish 
by Lois Ehlert 
Beach Lane Books, 2016 
Lyrically chronicles the  
adventures of "rain fish" that 
are created by bits of materials 
that float along on streams of 
rainwater during storms.  
J PIC BK EHLERT, L. 
 

Sidewalk Flowers  
by JonArno Lawson 
illustrated by Sydney Smith  
Groundwood Books, 2015 
A young girl living in the city 
shares wildflowers she finds 
while walking, transforming the 
lives of all she meets.  
J PIC BK LAWSON, J. 
 
Steam Train, Dream Train 1-2-3  
by Sherri Duskey Rinker 
illustrated by Tom Lichtenheld  
Chronicle Books, 2016 
“Three rabbits hopping as they 
ride . . . ” Count along in this 
board book as the cars of Steam 
Train, Dream Train pass by with 
the turn of each page.  
J TODDLER RINKER, S. 
 
Thank You and Good Night  
by Patrick McDonnell  
Little, Brown, 2015  
Three friends at a sleepover 
enjoy life’s simple pleasures in 
this, the perfect bedtime story.  
J PIC BK MCDONNELL, P. 
 
Tree: A Peek-Through 
Picture Book  
by Britta Teckentrup  
Doubleday Books, 2016 
Learn about colors and seasons 
and meet the animals who make 
a tree their home.  
J PIC BK TECKENTRUP, B. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Twenty Yawns  
by Jane Smiley 
illustrated by Lauren Castillo  
Two Lions, 2016 
After a long, full day at the 
beach, everyone in the family 
falls asleep early except young 
Lucy and her stuffed animals.  
J PIC BK SMILEY, J. 
 
We Found a Hat 
by Jon Klassen 
Candlewick Press, 2016 
Two turtles find a hat that looks 
good on both of them, but,  
with fairness in mind, they  
decide to leave it be, until  
night falls and one of the turtles 
changes its mind. 
J PIC BK KLASSEN, J. 
 
The Whale in My  
Swimming Pool  
by Joyce Wan  
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2015 
A boy goes out to swim, only to 
find a whale in his swimming 
pool. He tries everything he can 
think of to get him out before 
coming to the perfect solution.  
J PIC BK WAN, J.  
 
When Green Becomes  
Tomatoes: Poems for  
All Seasons  
by Julie Fogliano, 
illustrated by Julie Morstad  
Roaring Brook Press, 2016 
Beginning with the start of 
spring, poetic journal entries 
celebrate the sights and feelings 
evoked by the seasons.  
J 811 FOGLIANO 


